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Achieving membership of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) is an essential step along the path to a career in obstetrics and gynaecology. Passing the MRCOG examination is a key stepping stone towards this goal. Until 2015, the examination was in two parts and contained a variety of different question types, including extended matched questions (EMQs), multiple choice questions (MCQs), short essay questions and true/false questions. The examination is now in three parts and success in Part 2 is required before progression to the Part 3 objective structured clinical examination (OSCE) or clinical assessment.
The Part 2 written examination consists of both single best answer (SBA) questions and EMQs. The examination is designed to be taken during years 3 to 5 of core training, and the questions cover the whole syllabus as described on the RCOG website; SBA questions make up 40% of the total marks and EMQs 60%.
This text book is designed to assist the candidates in their revision for the Part 2 examination. It comprises 26 chapters, which cover all areas of the Part 2 syllabus. The layout is clear and easy to follow with explanations and references to assist in understanding the answers to the questions. Evidence-based explanations are included for most of the answers to indicate the level of evidence for the answers.
I was delighted when Dr Adel Elkady asked me to edit this textbook. He is experienced in running membership courses both in the UK and abroad and has previously written an excellent best-selling book on mastering short answer questions.
As a Part 2 examiner, a member of the MCQ and then the SBA committees of the RCOG, and from my involvement in assisting on Part 2 courses, I feel I am well placed to add my expertise and experience to this textbook.
Single best answer questions require careful reading and the candidate should be able to produce the correct answer without reading the five answers offered (the socalled 'cover test'). Although incorrect answers are not penalised, the format does not lend itself to guessing the correct answer and a well-designed SBA question will reward the well-prepared candidate who has a thorough knowledge of the subject. Unlike MCQs, which test recall of medical knowledge, SBAs test the candidate's ability to apply clinical knowledge.
There is no pass mark in any Part 2 examination. A process of 'standard setting' is undertaken to ensure that every examination tests candidates to the same level. This is
